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FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINR, CF, BE, VT 

SUBJECT: CONGO - ASSASSINATION OF CARDINAL 

REF: ROME 4911 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . IN DRAMATIC CONCILIATORY MOVE FOLLOWING MARCH 22 
ASSASSINATION OF CARDINAL BIAYENDA, GOVERNMENT OF 
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO SENT ITS AMBASSADOR 
TO FRANCE TO VATICAN MARCH 25 TO DELIVER LETTER TO 
POPE FROM THE "MILITARY PARTY COMMAND." 

2. ACCORDING TO EXCERPTS PUBLISHED IN VATICAN’S 
L OSSERVATORE ROMANO MARCH 27, THE LETTER: 

- CONVEYS NGUESSO'S "PROFOUND PAIN AT 
THE TRAGIC LOSS OF AN ILLUSTRIOUS SON OF 
THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY"; 
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- DENOUNCES WITHOUT EQUIVOCATION AND 
WITH MAXIMUM ENERGY "THE GRAVE CRIME," 

- GIVES NOTICE THAT CULPRIT HAD BEEN 
ARRESTED AND WILL BE PUNISHED "IN 
EXEMPLARY MANNER," AND 
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- EXTOLS THE VIRTUES OF CARDINAL AS 
"GREAT PATRIOT", WHO PREACHED TOLERANCE 
AND CONCORD. 

3. LETTER WAS ACCEPTED BY CARDINAL SECRETARY VILLOT, 

WHO ASKED THE AMBASSADOR TO TRANSMIT THE POPE'S 
EXPRESSION OF THANKFUL APPREACIATION FOR THE MESSAGE. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

4. COMMENT: VATICAN VIEWS GESTURE AS INDICATING: 

(1) WISH CONTINUE RAPPRAOCHEMENT WITH VATICAN WHICH 
WAS ENVISIONED IN AGREEMENT ANNOUNCED JANUARY 3 1 TO 
ESTABLISH FULL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AND (2) INTENTION 
TO CONTINUE COEXISTENCE BETWEEN CHURCH AND MARXIST REGIME 
ALONG THE LINE ESTABLISHED BY THE LATE CARDINAL. 

CARDINAL BIAYENDA IS CREDITED WITH SUCCESS IN 
MITIGATING HARSH PERSECUTION OF CHURCH WHICH LASTED 
FROM 1963 TO 1970. ALTHOUGH CARDINAL WAS NOT ABLE 
TO HAVE THE REGIME RESTORE TO CHURCH ITS SCHOOLS, 

HOSPITALS AND WELFARE ENTITIES, HE WAS ABLE THROUGH 
HIS UNDERSTANDINGS WITH N'GOUABI TO PRESERVE THE 
CHURCH’S FREEDOM IN STRICTLY RELIGIOUS MATTERS AND 
TO PERMIT RE-ENTRY OF FOREIGN MISSIONARIES INTO 
THE CONGO. GARDNER 
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